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Notice of Meeting: 

I hereby give notice that an ordinary meeting of the District Licensing Committee will be held on: 
 
Date: Thursday 13 November 2025 

Time: 10:00 a.m.  

Venue: Council Chamber, Top Floor, Dunedin Public Art Gallery 
 The Octagon, Dunedin 

 
Sandy Graham 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

District Licensing Committee 

Opposed Off-licence Renewal - Bottle O Cumberland Street 

PUBLIC AGENDA 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

Chairperson Colin Weatherall  
Members Meredith Clement  
 Karen Elliot  
   
Senior Officer Kevin Mechen, Secretary, District Licensing Committee 
   
Governance Support Officer Jean Cockram  

 
 
  
 

 
 

Jean Cockram 
Governance Support Officer 

 
 

Telephone: 03 477 4000 
Jean.Cockram@dcc.govt.nz 

www.dunedin.govt.nz 
 
 
Note: Reports and recommendations contained in this agenda are not to be considered as Council 
policy until adopted. 
  

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/
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PART A REPORTS 

 

REPORT FOR OPPOSED OFF-LICENCE RENEWAL, "BOTTLE O CUMBERLAND", 
867 CUMBERLAND STREET, DUNEDIN – FROM SECRETARY, DISTRICT LICENSING 
COMMITTEE 

Department: Civic  

 

 

  

 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 

Applicant’s Name: Kitt Enterprises Limited 

Site Address 867 Cumberland Street, Dunedin 

Trading Name: Bottle O Cumberland 

Style of Licence Off-licence bottle store 

Application  Number OFF-5602-2006 

Date received by Council 18 July 2025 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1 This is a report for an application by Kitt Enterprises Limited for the renewal of their off-licence 
for “Bottle O Cumberland”, 867 Cumberland Street, Dunedin.  The criteria found at section 131 
of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 (the Act) apply to this application. 

2 The applicant seeks an increase in their licence hours to 9.00 am to 10.00 pm each day.  

3 Public notice of the application attracted two public objections and both of the reporting 
agencies have opposed this application. The Inspector has also opposed the application. 

APPLICANT AND APPLICATION 

Applicant 

4 The applicant company, Kitt Enterprises Limited, has a single director, Brendan Wayne 
McCarthy, with 99.95% of the shares being held by Kenneth and Patricia McCarthy.  The balance 
are shared by their children, Brendan Wayne McCarthy, and Corrina Maree McCarthy.  The 
change in directors took place on 13 August 2025. 

5 The business is part of a chain of Bottle O bottle stores throughout New Zealand. 
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6 The premises is situated within the tertiary student area of North Dunedin.  It is on State 
Highway 1 with a drive in entrance.  This area is considered a high-risk of alcohol-related harm. 

7 The current licence hours are Monday and Tuesday 10.00 am to 8.00 pm, Wednesday to 
Saturday 10.00 am to 10.00 pm, and Sunday 10.00 am to 6.00 pm.  They are seeking the new 
trading hours of Monday to Sunday 9.00 am to 10.00 pm. 

8 The applicant has indicated a willingness to have a 9.00 pm closing time if it was applied to all 
off-licence premises. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

9 The notice of the application attracted two public objections.   

Objections 

10 Objection 1: This objection was from the University of Otago Proctor, Mr D Scott.  They are 
opposed to the extended trading hours which would undermine the intent of the existing Local 
Alcohol Policy (LAP) which is to limit alcohol-related harm.  Extending the hours would 
exacerbate the problems. 

11 Objection 2: This objection is from Mr S Stücki.  The reasons are not elaborated on but they 
relate to the following: 

a) s.105(1)(b) – suitability of the applicant. 

b) s.105(1)(d) – days and hours of operation. 

c) s.105(1)(j) – appropriate systems, staff, and training. 

d) s.131(1)(b) – amenity and good order would likely improve by more than a minor extent 
if the licence is refused. 

12 No other detail was supplied but they state they will elaborate in their opening submissions. 

Agencies 

13 All three reporting agencies have opposed the renewal. 

14 Police: the Police have opposed the renewal of the licence for the following reasons: 

a) s.105(1)(b) – suitability of the applicant.  The now shareholders of Kitt Enterprises Limited 
were found unsuitable at two other premises, albeit in different company names.  The 
directors and shareholders of the companies were Kenneth and Patricia McCarthy.  The 
Police report was received two days before the directorship of the applicant company was 
changed to Brendan McCarthy. 

b) s.131(1)(b) – amenity and good order of the locality.  The Police state that their records 
show the Castle Street area is one of the worst areas for calls for service in Dunedin.  
Common calls are for parties spilling onto the street blocking access to the area.  Alcohol 
is consumed at these gatherings and Bottle O Cumberland is the nearest off-licence 
premises. 
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15 Medical Officer of Health Delegate: the Medical Officer of Health Delegate (MoH) has opposed 
the renewal of the licence for the following reasons: 

a) s.105(1)(a) – object of the Act.  Granting an extension of the applicant’s trading hours 
would contradict the object of the Act which is to minimise alcohol-related harm.  A 9.00 
pm closing time would strike a balance between their operational interests and public 
safety. 

b) s.105(1)(b) – suitability of the applicant.  The reasons are the same as stated by the Police. 

c) s.105(1)(d) – days and hours of trade.  The extension of trading hours at this locality is a 
concern in an area where there are higher rates of consumption later at night.  The hours 
of trade mentioned on their website show 9.00 pm as their closing time which aligns with 
the principles of alcohol-harm reduction. 

16 The Chief Licensing Inspector has highlighted that the area in which the premises is situated has 
a high density of tertiary student accommodation and it is known for its alcohol-related harm 
with flat and street parties, noise, litter, and antisocial behaviour.   The Inspector has opposed 
the application for the following reasons: 

a) s.105(1)(a) – object of the Act.  The shareholders of the company have demonstrated they 
are unsuitable and have been declined licence renewals at two other premises.  There is 
doubt they can undertake and sale and supply of alcohol responsibly. 

b) s.105(1)(b) – suitability of the applicant as discussed above. 

c) s.105(1)(d) – days and hours of operation.  While the extended hours sought are within 
the LAP guidelines, the nature of the residents in the locality are such that extending the 
hours would be inappropriate. 

CONCLUSION  

17 This application has attracted two public objections and the three reporting agencies have 
opposed the licence renewal 

18 The opposition relates to the suitability of the applicant, the request for extended hours and the 
object of the Act. 

19 This hearing in an opportunity for the parties to present their positions to the Committee. 

 

Signatories 

Author:  Kevin Mechen - Alcohol, Psychoactive Substances and Gambling Advisor 

Authoriser:   
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INSPECTOR’S REPORT OFF-LICENCE APPLICATION 
 

Applicant     Kitt Enterprises Limited 

Trading Name    Bottle O Cumberland 

Address of premises   867 Cumberland Street, Dunedin 

Type of licence    OFF-Licence  

Application type    Renewal 

Pathway number    OFF-5602-2006 

Date of application    18 July 2025 

Date of Interview    26 August 2025 

Interviewee     Brendan McCarthy (Director) 

Agencies present Licensing Inspector, Delegated Medical Officer of 

Health 

 

Applicant details 

Kitt Enterprises Limited 

Company number: 271662 

NZBN: 9429039847652 

Incorporation Date: 26 April 2025 

Company Status: Registered 

Entity type: NZ Limited Company  

 

The current director is Brendan Wayne McCarthy, of Dunedin.  Brendan McCarthy was appointed 

as company director on 13 August 2025.  At this time, Brendan’s parents, Kenneth and Patricia 

McCarthy, ceased being company directors. 

 

The company shareholders are Kenneth William McCarthy and Patricia Margaret McCarthy 

collectively holding 1998 shares (49.95%), Kenneth McCarthy holding 1000 shares (25%) as an 

individual, Patricia Margaret McCarthy holding 1000 shares (25%) as an individual, Corinna 

Maree McCarthy holding 1 share (0.03%) as an individual, and Brendan Wayne McCarthy holding 

1 share (0.03%) as an individual.   

 

It is unclear whether the 49.95% shares collectively held by Kenneth and Patricia McCarthy are 

part of a trust – the NZ Companies register does not detail this information.    

 

Mr and Mrs McCarthy are also current directors and/or shareholders of the following companies:  

MJ Enterprises Limited, Five Roads Alpacas Limited, and McCarthy Enterprises, and Jethro 

Holdings Limited. 

 

General nature of the business (description/background/previously licensed) 

Bottle O is part of a chain of bottle stores throughout New Zealand.  Previously, the applicant’s 

store was under the Super Liquor franchise, however this changed to Bottle O late 2023. 

 

Site Location (zoning/surrounding uses or activities) 

Resource consent RMA-2002-0913 allows the activity.  

 

This store is located within the tertiary student area of North Dunedin, opposite a university hall 

of residence (Caroline Freeman College).  It is also situated on State Highway one (south), with 

a drive in canopy/entrance and parking. 

 

Manager details 

Current Manager’s Certificate Holders are: 

Brendan McCarthy – Expires 19/11/26 

Jade Hughes – Expires 19/07/26 

Brandon McMurdo – Expires 11/05/28 

Allisha Dunn-O’Brien – Expires 16/06/26 

Matthew Christie – Expires 01/03/27 

Mase Storer – Expires 14/11/27 

 

Licensing hours sought 

The applicant is requesting a change in licensing hours, from 9am until 10pm daily.   
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The current licensing hours in place are: 

Monday and Tuesday:  10am until 8pm 

Wednesday to Saturday: 10am until 10pm 

Sunday:   10am until 6pm. 

 

 

The requested hours change appears to be to accommodate later trading hours on Sunday, 

Monday, and Tuesdays, especially if these days fall near public holidays. 

 

Trading hours currently appear to be (according to an online search): 

Sunday:   12pm – 6pm 

Monday:   12pm – 8pm 

Tuesday:   12pm – 8pm 

Wednesday:    10am – 9pm 

Thursday:    10am – 9pm 

Friday:    10am – 9pm 

Saturday:    10am – 9pm 

 

 

The applicant has stated within the application that they would be willing to adhere to a 9pm 

closing time for licensing hours, however, through discussions the applicant is wanting this to be 

fairly applied across other Off-Licensed premises. 

 

For the high-risk premises that this is, situated within the North Dunedin student area, I would 

support the applicant to adhere to a 9pm closing time.  

 

Are there any changes from the existing licence or Temporary Authority? 

Applicant has requested a change in licensing hours. 

 

Designation sought 

Supervised. 

 

Correct signage on display? 

1. Copy of licence at principal entrance? Yes  

2. Duty Manager? Yes 

3. Prohibited persons? Yes  

 

Host Responsibility 

 

Policy provided within application.  No mention of Kiwi Access card as an acceptable form of 

Identification, however, otherwise the policy raises no concerns.   

 

Does the premises utilise DCC owned footpath?  

No.    

 

What is the maximum occupancy number for the premises? 

Less than 50 persons. 

 

Public Notification process 

ODT 26 July and 2 August 2025. 

 

Public Objections (interest in the application/reasons for) 

Two public objections received. 

 

In deciding whether to issue a licence, the licensing authority or the licensing 

committee concerned must have regard to the following matters: 

 

The object of this Act: 

See Inspector’s Comment. 

 

The suitability of the applicant: 

See Inspector’s comment. 
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Any relevant local alcohol policy: 

Refer to Inspector’s comment. 

 

The days on which and the hours during which the applicant proposes to sell alcohol: 

Refer to Inspector’s comment. 

 

The design and layout of any proposed premises: 

No issues.   

 

Whether the applicant is engaged in, or proposes on the premises to engage in, the 

provision of services other than those directly related to the sale of alcohol, low-

alcohol refreshments, non-alcoholic refreshments, and food, and if so, which services: 

None. 

 

Whether the applicant has appropriate systems, staff, and training to comply with the 

law: 

(a) Building. No BWOF required.  

(b) Sale of food. N/A 

(c) Fire. No issues as of 15/09/25. 
(d) Security. N/A. 

 

Any matters dealt with in any report from the Police or a Medical Officer of Health  

Opposition from both NZ Police and Delegated Medical Officer of Health.  

 

Whether (in its opinion) the amenity and good order of the locality would be likely to 

be increased, by more than a minor extent, by the effects of a refusal to renew the 

licence: 

There are significant noise issues recorded in this area which are known to be fuelled by 

excessive alcohol consumption.  Significant nuisance and acts of wilful vandalism issues can also 

be attributed to high alcohol consumption in this area.  An extension of hours may increase 

potential harm in this area. 

 

The manner in which the applicant has sold (or, as the case may be, sold and 

supplied), displayed, advertised, or promoted alcohol. 

No issues. 

 

Inspector’s comment 

 

This report is prepared for the District Licensing Committee’s consideration.   

 

Due to the high density of students in the immediate locality of these premises there is 

concern regarding harm caused because of high alcohol consumption. The area is known 

for street and flat parties with alcohol obtained from OFF licence premises of which Bottle O 

Cumberland is one such premises. Street parties are associated with high levels of 

broken glass and rubbish, multiple noise complaints associated with alcohol fuelled party 

noise and anti-social behaviour which results in harm to both people and properties. 

 

The applicant is known to both the committee and the authority, having appeared before both in 

recent years.  Concern is raised over the suitability of company shareholder Mrs Patricia 

McCarthy, for this application.  Mrs McCarthy has previously been involved with two licence 

applications declined by the Dunedin District Licensing Committee, as well as having appeared in 

Dunedin District Court in relation to unlawful sales of alcohol, and the Employment Relations 

Authority for matters relating to unlawful dismissal of an employee at one of their other licensed 

premises.  

 

This calls into question the overall suitability of the applicant under section 105 (b), with similar 

concerns raised by the other agencies who I support under section 105 (k) of the Act.   

 

The object of the Act therefore is also called into question regarding the applicant ensuring the 

sale and supply of alcohol is undertaken responsibility when there is a history of suitability 

concerns regarding one of the company shareholders.   
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In addition, the request for extended licensing hours is a concern given the high-risk nature and 

location of this premises.  Whilst this request is not outside of the current Local Alcohol Policy 

guidelines, this specific nature and location of this premises calls into question the need for 

extended hours in an already high-risk, high-alcohol consumption, and therefore high alcohol-

related harm area. 

 

For the above reasons I oppose the renewal of this application and believe the application should 

be heard by the committee. 

 

 
Tanya Morrison 

Chief Licensing Inspector 

17 September 2025 
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