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Notice of Meeting: 

I hereby give notice that an ordinary meeting of the District Licensing Committee will be held on: 
 
Date: Thursday 13 November 2025 

Time: 1:00 p.m.  

Venue: Council Chamber, Top Floor, Dunedin Public Art Gallery, The 
Octagon, Dunedin 

 
Sandy Graham 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

District Licensing Committee 

Opposed Club Licence Renewal – Dunedin City Council Social Club 

PUBLIC AGENDA 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

Chairperson Colin Weatherall  
Members Meredith Clement  
 Karen Elliot  
   
Senior Officer Kevin Mechen, Secretary, District Licensing Committee 
   
Governance Support Officer Jean Cockram  

 
  
  
 

 
 

Jean Cockram  
Governance Support Officer 

 
 

Telephone: 03 477 4000 
Jean.Cockram@dcc.govt.nz 

www.dunedin.govt.nz 
 
 
Note: Reports and recommendations contained in this agenda are not to be considered as Council 
policy until adopted. 
  

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/
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PART A REPORTS (Committee  has power to decide these matters) 

1 Report for Opposed Club Licence Renewal: "Dunedin City Council Social Club", 50A The 
Octagon, Dunedin – From Secretary, District Licensing Committee 3  
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PART A REPORTS 

 

REPORT FOR OPPOSED CLUB LICENCE RENEWAL: "DUNEDIN CITY COUNCIL 
SOCIAL CLUB", 50A THE OCTAGON, DUNEDIN – FROM SECRETARY, DISTRICT 
LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Department: Civic  

 

 

  

 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 

Applicant’s Name: Dunedin City Council Social Club Incorporated 

Site Address 50A The Octagon, Dunedin 

Trading Name: Dunedin City Council Social Club 

Style of Licence Club Licence 

Application  Number CLU-2684-2006 

Date received by Council 06 August 2025 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1 This is a report for an application by the Dunedin City Council Social Club Incorporated for the 
renewal of their club licence for the premises situated at 50A The Octagon, Dunedin, and known 
as the Dunedin City Council Social Club.  The criteria found at section 131 of the Sale and Supply 
of Alcohol Act 2012 (the Act) apply to this application. 

2 The applicant does not seek any changes to their licence.  The Licensing Inspector considers that 
the sale and supply of alcohol under these conditions are consistent with the purpose of the Act 
and meets the criteria at section 131. 

3 Public notice of the application attracted one objection.  The reporting agencies have not 
opposed this application.   

APPLICANT AND APPLICATION 

Applicant 

4 The applicant is the social club for the staff of the Dunedin City Council.  It was first licensed by 
the Liquor Licensing Authority in 1991.  There have been no issues identified with the operation 
of the club. 
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5 The club is situated within the Dunedin City Council’s Civic Centre.  There is no public access to 
building beyond the operational reception area. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

6 Public notice of the application attracted one public objection.  No issues have been identified 
by the reporting agencies.  

Objections 

7 The public objector, Mr S Stücki, has two areas of concern; how the club licence is being 
operated and regulatory oversight of the licence.   

8 The concerns relating to the operation of the premises include: 

a) Licence hours of 54.5 hours per week with only one certified manager.  The objector 
acknowledges the Act does not require a manager to be present when the club bar is open 
but is concerned at how a single manager can ensure compliance with the legislation. 

b) The duration of the licence hours when the club is situated in a workplace. 

c) The low prices of alcohol – this would reflect on the suitability of the licensee. 

d) Lack of a food menu. 

e) The financial records leads to questions about how the business of the licence is being 
undertaken. 

9 Matters relating to regulatory oversight include: 

a) The Dunedin City Council employs the Licensing Inspectors. 

b) The District Licensing Committee accepting a lesser standard of documents from the 
applicant than would normally be accepted. 

c) A lack of access and capacity to monitor this premises by the Police and Medical Officer 
of Health raises concerns.  This may be leading to bias and goes against natural justice. 

d) There is the possibility of numerous conflicts of interest with the reporting on this 
application. 

10 The grounds cited for the objection are: 

a) s.105(1)(a) – object of the Act. 

b) s.105(1)(b) – suitability of the applicant. 

c) s.105(1)(d) – days and hours proposed by the applicant to sell/supply alcohol. 

d) s.105(1)(j) – appropriate systems, staff, and training. 

e) s.131(1)(d) – the manner in which the applicant has sold/supplied, displayed, advertised, 
or promoted alcohol. 
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11 Details of the grounds for the objection have not been provided with the objector stating they 
will be provided in their opening submission. 

CONCLUSION AND CONDITIONS 

12 This application for the renewal of the Dunedin City Council Social Club licence has attracted one 
public objection.  No issues have been raised by the reporting agencies. 

13 The objector has voice concerns about the application and has cited the areas of objection but 
no detail has been supplied.   

14 This hearing is an opportunity for the parties to present their respective positions. 

 

Signatories 

Author:  Kevin Mechen - Alcohol, Psychoactive Substances and Gambling Advisor 

Authoriser:   

Attachments 

 Title Page 
⇩A Club Licence Renewal Application_Redacted 6 
⇩B DCC Social Club Constitution 19 
⇩C DCC Social Club Financial Statement 28 
⇩D Licensing Inspector's Report 43 
⇩E Medical Officer of Health Delegate Email 46 
⇩F Police Email 47 
⇩G Fire and Emergency NZ Email 48 
⇩H Building Services Email 49 
⇩I Mr S Stucki Objection_Redacted 50 
⇩J Public Notice of Declaration 57 
⇩K ODT Advertisement 58 
⇩L Miscellaneous Emails 59 
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